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also true that the Sovereign is the fountain of law. That Mr. Glad-
stone did not consult the Cabinet (to which every Minister is as a
rule entitled to appeal in matters concerning him) was due in part
to the absence of Lord Kimberley, but also to a sentiment of
deference to Your Majesty. . . .
Same Day.
Mr. Gladstone submits his humble duty, and being now in
possession of information on one or two points which had not been
cleared when he addressed Your Majesty this forenoon, he thinks
Your Majesty would wish to be at once placed in possession of any
detailed facts bearing on the question of honours for the Viceroy
of India.
Your Majesty is aware that the (Ordinary) Grand Cross of the
Bath has been accepted by Cabinet Ministers, not only of high
rank, but of such exceptional distinction as Sir James Graham.1
Without the smallest adverse feeling to Lord Lansdowne, he is
not able to rate him as high as Sir James Graham.
With respect to the (Ordinary) Grand Cross in connection with
the office of Governor-General, Mr. Gladstone finds that it was
given, during the tenure of that office, to Lord Auckland, whose
subsequent career was marked by disaster not universally
ascribed to himself; and to Lord Hardinge, whose course as
Viceroy was distinguished by uniform soundness of judgment, and
was marked by services which may almost be described as
illustrious. Many Viceroys have had the Grand Cross, but not in
special connection with the office.
Some of the facts now mentioned may perhaps appear to Your
Majesty relevant to the present question. He adds one of minor
importance, because he is in direct possession of the facts, which
concerned himself. The Grand Cross (Ordinary) was offered to him
after more than a quarter of a century of public life, and after he
had thrice served Your Majesty in Cabinet as President of the
Board of Trade, as Secretary of State, and as Chancellor of
the Exchequer. To accept it did not lie within his views ; but he
regarded the offer as an act of grace and favour from. Your
Majesty.
The proposal of the Extraordinary Grand Cross was intended,
* First Lord of the Admiralty, 1830-4; Home Secretary, 1843-6; First Lord of
the Admiralty, 1852-5.